December 1, 2007
What shall I render unto the Lord for all of his benefits toward me?  Psalms 116:12
Have you ever been to a party and you didn’t bring a gift or refreshments?  Sure you called the host/hostess and they said, “don’t worry about bringing anything, I have it all covered.”  But, deep down inside you wanted to contribute something to the gathering.  There are some people who are natural takers and like leeches, don’t contribute just keep on taking.  In modern society, it is appropriate to bring a gift to a new neighbor, royalty or dignitary.  In ancient society, it was an insult to come empty handed to a gathering.  Your gift represented your social status, wealth and the amount of respect you had for the recipient.  Not only was the gift a representation of the giver but, the giver’s entire family and lineage.  The wise men understood this concept in Matthew 2:11 (KJV) when they presented gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh to Jesus.  The prophecy of old told them that this baby born would be a King.  Royalty deserves to be presented the best.  God gave his best to us in the person of Jesus Christ.  In return, what are you offering to God?  Offer unto God:

Thanksgiving.  God brought you through another year.  In spite of the circumstances, you are alive, survived and learned much this year.  Thank the Lord!

Worship.  God is seeking worshippers.  Humble yourself and worship God for who he is and not just for what he has done.  
Your best.  Mediocrity is not an option in the service of the Kingdom.  Present the best of your body, gift, talent and money.
Your life.  Rededicate yourself to God’s purpose, plan and will for your life.  Repent of trying to go your way and return unto his will and way.  Remember he knows the plans that he has for you, plans to prosper you and give you an expected end.  

What shall I render unto the Lord?  My everything.  
