
Stretched 

And when he had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for the 

hardness of their hearts, he saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he 

stretched it out: and his hand was restored whole as the other.  Mark 3:5 (NIV)  

But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it:  

Exodus 14:16 (KJV)  

 

In Mark 3:5 and Exodus 14:16 give the account of two in-

stances of two men with seemingly impossible situations.  In 

Exodus, Moses is leading the children of Israel out of Egypt 

and they are now trapped at the Red Sea.  In Mark, a man has 

a withered hand and canôt use it to be productive and make a 

living for himself.  Both men feel trapped by their situation but, 

in both cases were instructed to stretch out their hand to re-

ceive a miracle.  Moses had a rod in his hand the Red Sea was 

parted and the children of Israel walked on dry land.  The 

other man had nothing in his hand but, his withered hand was 

fully restored.  The power wasnôt in the rod or neither manôs 

hand but, in the simple act of obedience to stretching forth 

their hand.  What do you have in your hand?  It may not seem 

like much but, stretch it forth unto God.   

Stretch forth your mind to believe that God can solve any 

problem or meet any need.   

Stretch forth your actions to obey Godôs commandments 

Stretch forth your resources to be used with wisdom for His 

Kingdom through your prosperity.   

Stretch forth yourself to be a vessel of honor for Godôs glory 

and the edification of Godôs people. 

 

Prayer:  God I thank you that you know us and love us.  God 

strengthen us and increase our faith as we stretch forth the thing that 

you require from us.  In Jesusô Name I pray.  Amen. 

Enlarge, Stretch, Strengthen and Lengthen 

 Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do not hold back; 

lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes.  Isaiah 54:2  

 

Recently, GladÊ designed a new garbage bag made of 

stretchy more elastic material which enables the bag to hold 

more garbage.  The marketing idea is if the garbage bag 

holds more you save money by buying fewer bags.  The com-

mercial showed the incredible and over exaggerated capacity 

of the bag to make their point.  While looking at the commer-

cial, I realized that we often donôt reach our fullest potential 

because we are prepared.  Isaiah prophesied to Israel that 

God was about to bless them.  He also told them that they 

needed to prepare themselves and their dwelling place for 

this large blessing.  Since Israel lived in tents, the instruc-

tions were to enlarge the tent, stretch the curtains, lengthen 

the cords and strengthen the stakes.  

Enlarge the tent ï Broaden your scope of your dwelling.  

Get outside of your comfort zone.  Enlarge your capacity to 

meet new people, explore new possibilities and experience 

new things.  

Stretch the curtains ï The curtains are the windows of the 

tent.  Stretch the curtains to allow the light of new enlighten-

ment to shine through your dwelling.  When you stretch the 

curtains, you can see out and others can see in.  You are liv-

ing unto yourself and there are people with new ideas and a 

fresh perspective.  With enlightenment comes the exchange 

of resources, developing strategic partnerships and produc-

tive networking.  

Lengthen the cords ï The cords are your minds ability to 

envision yourself going higher as well as bigger.  Sometimes 

we talk and think too low therefore our ability to rise above 

our circumstances remains on a low level.  For as he thinketh 

in his heart, so is he...  Proverbs 23:7 (KJV)  

Strengthen the stakes ï The stakes keep your tent firmly 

planted on the grounded.  Build your tent or your life on a 

first foundation, rooted and grounded in God, His word and 

His plan for your life.   
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Stretch forth in September... 
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September 4-5  

Redeeming World Church 

6947 Hohmann Ave. 

Hammond, IN 

September 4th - 3:00 p.m. Radio Broadcast 

September 5th - 12 Noon Sunday Service 

 

September 15, 2009 

Hill Street Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

Fall Revival 

2140 Dixie Highway 

Louisville, KY 

7:00 p.m.  

 

September 17, 2009 

WVP Empowerment Network 

The Jefferson Club 

500 West Jefferson 

Louisville, KY 

6:00 p.m.�² $10.00 

Purpose by Design 

�
�—�Ž�‹�ƒ�ï�•�����‡�’�–�‡�•�„�‡�”���
�‘�—�”�•�‡�› 

September is the 9th Month of the year.  In the ninth month of pregnancy, a 

woman is stretch to her capacity and preparing  for delivery.  Her feet are 
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has given her body to be stretched forth to its fullest capacity to give birth to a 

marvelous miracle.  What is God asking you stretch forth in order to give birth 
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from you in order to do more through you.  Our prayer is that you will read 

the articles and then seek the mind, will and plan of God for your life.  

We invite you to any of our ministry events listed on 
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julia@juliaroyston.com, regular mail to:   P. O. Box 

4321, Jeffersonville, IN  47131 or call 502-802-5385.  

We solicit your prayers for the guidance of this min-

istry and trust that you are blessed by our efforts.    

We encourage you to forward this newsletter to all 

on your email list.  Always Remember that God has 
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Your comments are always welcome at julia@juliaroyston.com.   

  

Julia and Brian Royston 

September 19, 2009 

Pastor's Anniversary 

Mt. Nebo Baptist Church 

2707 Fleming Ave.  

Louisville, KY 

7:00 p.m.  

 

September 20, 2009 

Mt. Carmel Missionary Baptist Church 

5370 Dayton Liberty Road 

Dayton, OH 45418 

4:00 p.m. 

 

September 21, 2009 

Harrods Creek Baptist Church 

7610 River Road 

Louisville, KY 

7:00 p.m. 


