
Welcome to a New Year, New Look 

and a New Outlook for ñA JAR in the 

Potterôs Handsò Newsletter.  We hope 

you find the new look more appealing 

and easier to read.  We pray that each is-

sue will enable you to get a new outlook 

on your life.  God has declared the 

theme for 2009 as the ñYear of Perspective 

and Purpose.ò  We have added an additional 

column this year titled, ñPurpose by Designò 

as a practical guide to living your life on pur-

pose for His Purpose.  One critical lesson 

learned from 2008 is that we must be strategic 

in where we place our time, talent and treas-

ure.  In the new year, not just a new look but, a new outlook. Are you 

ready?  Turn the page and letôs go!  

Your comments are always welcome at julia@juliaroyston.com.   

ñYet, O Lord you are our Father.  We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of 

thy hands.ò  Isaiah 64:8 
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Happy New Year! 

And Elisha  prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his 

eyes , that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes  of 

the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was 

full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha .  2 

Kings 6:17 (KJV)  

Our theme for 2009 is ñPerspective and Purposeò.  Per-
spective is defined as ña mental view or outlookò.  
(www.dictionary.reference.com)  Have you ever laid on 
the ground looking up at the clouds and tried to de-
scribe what you saw?  Depending on your imagination, 
you can make out all types of shapes, animals and other 
objects.  If two people lay on the same ground, looking 
at the same clouds they will see totally different things.  
In 2 Kings 6:17, Elisha and his protégé Elijah are in a 
valley and the hills are filled with the enemy who want 
to kill them.  Elijah is fearful by what he sees.  Elisha is 
calm by what he sees.  Both looking at the same thing, 
Elisha, the elder, sees something that the younger Elijah 
cannot see with his physical eyes.  Elisha sees the armies 
of the Lord.  The armies of the Lord have literally surrounded the en-
emy.  Elisha prays that the Lord open the eyes of Elijah to see that the 
Lord was not only on their side figuratively but, literally there, so 
there was no need to fear.  What do you see?  What is your perspective 
or outlook on your current life situation?  Do you see opportunity or 
more gloom, doom and defeat?  Is the glass half full or half empty?  
What you see will determine your goal.  Your goals will determine 
what you pursue.  What you pursue will become your purpose.  Your 
purpose will lead to destiny.  Elisha and Elijah were standing on the 
brink of defeat or victory.  Each man looking in the same direction 
saw something different.  The difference is your eyes.  Yes, those other 
eyes.  You know the spiritual eyes.  If you ask him, He will open your 
spiritual eyes and give you a vision of the life you were born to live.   

With your spiritual eyes, you will put your faith, focus and future in 

the things of God.  For with God all things are possible.  Matthew 

19:26 (KJV)  In certain instances, you must use common sense, good 

stewardship, take calculated risks, do your research and God will give 

you discernment but, once that is done, if God said it, go for it!  

Open your eyes, what do you see? 

Prayer:  Thank you Lord for your goodness, kindness and tender mer-

cies unto us.  We thank you for another year that you allowed us to 

live.  Open our hearts and eyes to see your plan for our lives.  In Jesusô 

Name.  Amen.   

Challenge: What do you see?  Write it down.  Does it line up with 
what God has said about you and your life in His word?  If not, put 
your pen down and go ask the Father to open your spiritual eyes to see 
clearly the direction he has for your life.  Wait for the answer.  Write 
that down.  Pray and meditate on what God has said.  Ask God for 
the grace and strength to complete it.  Watch 
God work and blow your mind.       

Perspective:  What do you see?  

ñWhat you see will 

determine your 

goal.  Your goals 

will determine 

what you pursue.ò 
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ñIf God said it, go 

for it!  For with 

God all things are 

possible.ò  

Matthew 19:26 

(KJV) 

Purpose by Design  

The Lord will fulfill His purpose for me; your love o Lord 

endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands. 

Psalm 138:8 (NIV) 

Before I shaped you in the womb, I knew all about you.  

Before you saw the light of day, I had holy plans for 

you...Jeremiah 1:5 (The Message)  

Believe It!  

Our theme for 2009 is Perspective and Purpose.  In the previous article, 

we established what perspective is and hopefully, you have been asking 

xntqrdke Əvg`s cn xnt rdd>Ɛ Sgd Otqonrd ax Cdrhfm bnktlm hr cdrhfmdc sn

encourage you to begin or continue fulfilling your God-given purpose on 

the earth.  There is a reason why you are here.  Someone needs what God 

b`kkdc `mc ok`bdc hmrhcd ne xnt- Sgd ehqrs sghmf vd ltrs cn hr ƏAdkhdud Hs Ɛ 

In Genesis, Moses recounts the creation of the heaven and earth by the 

ldqd vnqcr ne Fncƍr lntsg- Dudqxsghmf sg`s Fnc ronjd b`ld hmsn dwhr,

tence, the birds, water, animals, sea creatures, etc.  Throughout the scrip-

tures we have seen that what God says, He means and He will bring it to 

past.  You must believe this, strongly.  A strong belief in the power, pur-

pose and plan of God must be established, cultivated and grown before 

any goals are set or plans put in place.  God told the prophet Jeremiah that 

he called him, knew him and ordained him to be a prophet before he was 

even born and saw the light of day.  A prophet as a baby?  Yes, and just as 

God said, Jeremiah became a mighty prophet for God.  There is no need 

sn v`rsd shld+ lnmdx nq deenqs snv`qc `mx fn`k sg`s xnt cnmƍs adkhdud hm `mc

willing to give up everything to ascertain.  In this season, there can be no 

haphazard beginnings that can expect to have a successful end.  You must 

believe in God, yourself and your purpose solely and do not expect that 

same level commitment from anyone else. The Psalmist in Psalm 138 de-

clared that God will fulfill His purpose in me. By the mere declaration, the 

or`klhrs adkhdudc sg`s Fnc vntkc gdko ghl etkehkk ghr otqonrd- He xnt cnmƍs

believe it, how can you expect someone else to get on board.  Some fam-

ily, friends or associates may never understand or agree with what God 

has called and ordained for you to do. You may not understand or believe 

dudqxsghmf `s ehqrs xntqrdke- Cnmƍs rsno adkhduhmf+

just keep moving forward.  Belief is the first step.  

More is to come.  What do you see?  Do you be-

lieve it?   

ñThere can be no 

haphazard 

beginnings that 

should expect to 

have a successful 

end.ò 

Kingdom News!  

Juliaôs Journey 

January 29, 2009 | 6:00 p.m. | BlogTalkRadioðReal Talk with 

Tanya White | to listen, visit:  www.blogtalkradio.com/

realtalkwithtanyawhite. 

January 31, 2009 | Women of Vision and Purpose 

A Jar in the Potterôs Hands  is a non-profit Christian publication owned and produced by Brian and Julia Royston.  The  mission of  this 

publication  is to provide material in multi formats that will encourage, enlighten and educate the world.   
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