Begin Again

In Sunday School, we were challenged to recite all 66 books of the Bible from memory.  My father was the Director of Christian Education, to say it was a suggestion that I complete the task is an understatement.  Recently, in a dream, I could not repeatedly find the scripture Genesis 6.  I realized that God was trying to tell me something.  Genesis 6 refers to God’s anger with the behavior of people on earth.  The people were so wicked that their only thoughts were how to do more wicked.  Sound familiar.  In Genesis 6:7, God decided to destroy everyone and everything, including the animals, from the earth.  Two words came to me, Begin Again.  In this text, even though God is perfect and his ways are perfect, his creation had gotten imperfect.  So God destroyed the earth by water and began again.  But God spared one man, Noah, and his family from destruction.  Why Noah?  He was righteous, blameless among the people at that time and walked with God.  Genesis 6:9 (NIV)  In the year of new beginning, God is looking to begin again some things in the earth.  This is not about a new year’s resolution and those same pounds that we all need to lose.  This is not about cutting your hair, going to the spa or pampering yourself.  This is about the rewards of a consistent spiritual relationship.  This is not about being a perfect, holier than thou Christian.  This is about fulfilling God’s purpose and for that, you will need God.  The scripture did not tell us how long Noah had been righteous or walked with God.  It could have been six minutes, six months, six or sixty years.  Through the good, the bad, ups and downs, mistakes and failures, Noah walked with God.  You may feel alone, discouraged and that doing right is overlooked but, God sees you.  You may feel like those who are doing wrong get ahead faster.  These feelings are human.  God’s ways are some time slow but, God knows best.  “For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.” My encouragement to you is:

Stop.  As with the old red, Etch a Sketch game, shake things up, wipe the slate clean and begin again.  If you have begun to do things your way, developed your own objectives and goals for 2008 without asking God, stop!

Ask God.  With a clean slate, no agenda, no plan, ask God.  Begin asking God everyday what he wants from your life in this season.  Just because you have multiple gifts doesn’t mean you are to be using them all simultaneously in every season.

Obey God.  After you ask God, do it!  God has the plan and knows specifically the method, strategy and the exact time of implementation.  Beginning again may require you to be inactive to plan, rest or regroup.  Beginning again to others may mean that you heard from God and moving in the right direct but, you need to tweak some things or put some better systems into place.

Keep walking.  Walking represents your life’s journey.  Even with a clean slate, there are things that you know to do that must be done.  Going to work, cleaning your house and taking care of family are all essential tasks of daily living and important to God.  But, is it the right time to start that business or should you conduct more research?  Maybe you are to remain faithful, stand still in the current position and see the salvation or deliverance of the Lord.  You need to keep walking (living), listen and wait for the answer.

You may have wasted enough time in 2007 doing things your way but, God’s way is still the best way.  

In 2008, let God begin again in you!

 

 

 

 

